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Saudi Arabia orders citizens out 
of Lebanon as tensions escalate 


Beirut demands Riyadh return PM; kingdom’s anti-corruption inquiry estimates at least $100-billion stolen 


ZEINA KARAM 

BASSEM MROUE BEIRUT 

Saudi Arabia ordered its citizens 
out of Lebanon on Thursday in its 
first concrete action against the 
Mediterranean country, while 
authorities said they have ques- 
tioned more than 200 people in an 
anti-corruption investigation and 
estimate at least $100-billion (U.S.) 
has been stolen through graft. 


Police seize 
illicit drugs in 
four-year probe 
as Opioid crisis 
grows 


More than 10 people are facing 
charges after a four-year cross-bor- 
der probe into the “highest level” of 
traditional organized crime - an 
investigation that resulted in the sei- 
zure of mass quantities of illicit 
drugs, including the deadly opioids 
fentanyl and carfentanil. 

The seizures and arrests come 
amid a growing opioid crisis in Can- 
ada that is costing thousands of 
lives a year from overdoses. 

Project OTremens, led by the 
RCMP’s Greater Toronto Area Com- 
bined Forces Special Enforcement 
Unit with support from local and 
provincial police services, began in 
2013 when officers encountered an 
opportunity to infiltrate some of the 
“higher echelons” of organized 
crime. On Thursday, four years later, 
more than 100 police officers exe- 
cuted search warrants at more than 
a dozen residences and businesses 
in Southern Ontario, Montreal and 
Vancouver. 

Nine people have been charged 
with 75 offences including conspira- 
cy to traffic fentanyl and carfentanil; 
trafficking fentanyl, carfentanil and 
heroin; conspiracy to import and 
traffic cocaine; trafficking cocaine; 
trafficking methamphetamine, 
MDMA, MDA and LSD; weapons traf- 
ficking; trafficking of contraband 
tobacco; and bookmaking. 

Canadawide warrants have been 
issued for another five people. 

One of the most lauded seizures in 
the OTremens investigation was the 
undercover purchase of six kilo- 
grams of fentanyl and carfentanil - a 
deadly volume as mere grains of the 
opioid are enough to be lethal. 

The interception came the same 
week that Toronto opened its first 
permanent supervised drug-con- 
sumption site - a local response to 
the opioid crisis that claimed the 
lives of more than 2,800 Canadians 
last year. 

Drugs, Page 13 


Bitcoin shines as gold 
hits nine-year low 


To many eyes, bullion now looks 
like a fusty relic when matched up 
against the more contemporary 
glories of the cryptocurrency, 

lan McGugan writes. 


ONTARIO EDITION 


Dozens of princes, senior officials 
and prominent businessmen, in- 
cluding cabinet ministers and bill- 
ionaires, have been detained in the 
inquiry, which was announced last 
weekend and appears at least part- 
ly aimed at strengthening the pow- 
er of Crown Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman. 

“Based on our investigations over 
the past three years, we estimate 
that at least $100-billion has been 


misused through systematic cor- 
ruption and embezzlement over 
several decades,” Attorney-General 
Sheikh Saud al-Mojeb said in a 
statement. 

Of the 208 people called in for 
questioning so far, seven have 
been released without charge, Mr. 
Sheikh Saud said, without naming 
them. 

Meanwhile, officials in Beirut 
demanded the immediate return 


of Prime Minister Saad Hariri, 
who abruptly announced his 
resignation last week in a televi- 
sion appearance from the king- 
dom, where he has been holed up 
since. 

Hariri, Page 13 

Opinion Lebanese civilians may 
become victims of Saudi Crown 
Prince’s attempts to wield power. 


Capturing a war 
one shot at a time 


Aerial photographer Jack Ford witnessed and recorded the 
horrors of the Second World War. The prints he has donated 
expose a bird’s-eye view of the bloodshed FOLIO, PAGES 8-9 


Jack Ford was one of 14 photographers attached to the Royal Canadian Air Force's No. 414 
Squadron during the Second World War. FRED LUM/THE GLOBE AND MAIL 
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Quebec veil law 
splits federal 
Liberals amid 
calls to ignore 
court challenge 


Quebec’s face-covering law is expos- 
ing divisions among federal Liberals, 
with staunch defenders of the Cana- 
dian Charter of Rights and Freedoms 
on one side and a large number of 
Quebec MPs who fear becoming po- 
litical casualties of the contentious 
debate on the other. 

Several Liberal MPs are calling on 
the government to stay out of the 
coming court challenge to the law, 
including some of the most vocal 
opponents of Bill 62 in caucus. 

The Trudeau government has re- 
sponded with a carefully calibrated 
response: stating that women have 
the right to dress as they want, while 
refusing to be drawn into an open 
confrontation with the provincial 
government. 

The Liberal government’s decision 
to stay on the sidelines has created 
anger among opponents of the legis- 
lation who feel it is a full-on assault 
of Charter rights targeted at Muslim 
women. Passed last month, the pro- 
vincial law requires people to show 
their face when giving or receiving 
services in places such as libraries, 
university classrooms, daycares and 
buses. 

Federal officials said the govern- 
ment has yet to decide whether it 
will participate in the coming court 
challenge, which was launched this 
week by the National Council of Ca- 
nadian Muslims and Canadian Civil 
Liberties Association. 
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As government 
ultimatum for 

railway looms, 

Churchill pays 

the price 


ERIC ATKINS 
RAILWAY INDUSTRY REPORTER 
N o roads link Churchill, Man., 
with places to the south. For dec- 
ades, the town 1,000 kilometres 
north of Winnipeg has relied on the 
railway to bring food, fuel and jobs 
over the tundra to the shores of Hud- 
son Bay. 

But springtime flooding that wiped 
out railroad bridges and tracks have 
gone unrepaired amid an escalating 
dispute between the Hudson Bay 
Railway owner and governments, 
leaving Churchill, population 900, 
dependent on airplanes. Prices for 
fuel and food have soared, and about 
100 railway jobs are gone, adding to 
mounting hardships in a region hit 
by port and mine closings and dwin- 
dling rail freight. 

Denver-based OmniTrax, owner of 
Hudson Bay Railway, says it has no 
intention of repairing the tracks and 
restoring train service on the town’s 
only land link, despite the threat of a 
lawsuit from the federal government. 
Churchill, Page 13 
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Are mutual fund fees costing you 
of your retirement? 


